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Ashburn at the Movies! 

February 3
rd

  
 

Sit back and enjoy a movie and conversation.  On Friday night, 

February 3, at 7:00 p.m., we will gather in the West Narthex for film 

and fellowship.  We will watch the 2010 movie, My Name is Khan.  

Through the story of Rizwan Khan, an Indian man with Asperger’s 

syndrome, this dramatic film explores religion, disability and the USA 

in a post-September 11 world.  Judy Goebel will lead in a short 

discussion after the film.  The popcorn machine will provide treats and 

there will soda for the drinking!  Questions? Contact Judy Goebel, 

773.779.6597. 

Are there movies you have seen recently that you’d love to watch with your church community? 

Talk to Pastor Hiller if you’d be interested in sharing on the next Ashburn 

at the Movies! 

 

Semi-Annual Meeting on January 29
th

  
Twice a year, Ashburn people gather briefly to reflect as a congregation on our 

ministry and mission in the world.  On Sunday, January 29, right after worship in the 

sanctuary, church council President Larry Symanski will lead us in reviewing the past 

six months of ministry and will speak to the months ahead.  Of special note will be 

proposals by the Finance Committee for closing a projected budget deficit.    

 

 

 

Coming Soon 

in February:   

Lent, First 

Communion 

Preparation 
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From The Pastor’s Desk… 
 

From Lord Peter Wimsey to VI Warshawski, any 

paperback mystery that crosses my path is a good 

mystery.  There is a real sense of satisfaction when 

I finish one.  Like jigsaw puzzles, except better 

because they don’t take up your whole kitchen 

table, the best mystery books have clues that fit 

together by the final page to reveal the perfect 

picture of who did it and why.  It is neat, tidy and 

satisfying.  Even the worst crime is solved with 

cleverness and an accuracy that is rarely reflected 

in real life, but is pleasing to my Germanic sense of 

order.   

 

Mystery in novels and 

life can be unsettling.   

Many of us want 

answers, solutions, and 

clarity.  As I prepared for 

the confirmation class a 

lesson on why 2000 

years after Jesus’ death 

we continue to baptize 

in his name and eat a 

meal every Sunday in 

remembrance of him,    I 

was struck by the 

amount of sheer 

mystery that is part of 

our faith.  We see real 

pieces of the picture.  

Scripture shares the 

stories of people from 

the Old Testament 

patriarchs to the New 

Testament gospel stories of Jesus.  We know God 

through his Word.  We hear God’s promises to 

God’s people: to forgive them, to love them, to 

give them a Law so that we know what it is to walk 

in His ways.  But we simply do not know why God 

has chosen to come to us in Jesus or why Jesus 

wants us to continue interacting with him through 

baptism or Holy Communion. 

 

At the heart of our Christian practice, there is 

mystery.  We are told to baptize and we are told to 

eat bread and drink wine in his name.  We do not 

know the “why” behind God’s desire for us to 

receive communion or be washed in the water of 

baptism.  We just know that Jesus told us to do it 

and that he wants good for our lives.  We know 

some of the things that happen when we are 

baptized and when we receive communion: 

forgiveness of sin, adoption into God’s family, 

establishment and nurturing of a relationship that 

will never end.  But if you are seeking to solve the 

mystery of why God chooses to meet us in these 

ways, your sleuthing will continue.   

 

The poet Jane Kenyon once wrote, “It might have 

been otherwise.”  God might have chosen any of a 

thousand ways to meet us in life, but instead, God 

chose the most basic things on earth to attach his 

Word and his Promise for our lives: bread and 

wine.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pastor Hiller 

 

 

 

Psalm 139 
1 O Lord, you have 

searched me and 

known me. 2 You 

know when I sit down 

and when I rise up; 

you discern my 

thoughts from far 

away. 3 You search 

out my path and my 

lying down, and are 

acquainted with all 

my ways. 4 Even 

before a word is on 

my tongue, O Lord, 

you know it 

completely. 5 You hem 

me in, behind and 

before, and lay your 

hand upon me. 6 Such 

knowledge is too 

wonderful for me; it is 

so high that I cannot 

attain it.  
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Water in Liberia Update 

In October Ashburn people raised nearly $2000 to build a well in Monrovia, Liberia.  

The well will be built and the pump installed in the next months!   

How are We Connected to Liberia? 

Early last winter, Ashburn people Joseph and Lucy Togba shared the need for clean 

water in Liberia’s capital, Monrovia.  In a recent trip to his home country, Joseph noted 

that there was no fresh water available.  The Togbas invited Ashburn to join the cause.  

At Ashburn’s June Annual Meeting, Ashburn committed to supporting this well project 

as one of our Mission of the Month initiatives.  Ashburn Lutheran School also donated 

their chapel offerings from the first quarter to this cause. 

 

Why is there need in Liberia? 

Civil war took a toll on the people and infrastructure of this West African nation.  

Liberia was one of the world’s fastest growing economies in the 1950’s and 60’s.  It was 

a leader in creating the United Nations and in advocating for an end to apartheid in 

South Africa.  After a series of coups beginning in 1980, instability rocked this country.  

This once stable nation plunged into civil war from 1989-1996 and 1999-2003.  Child 

soldiers, blood diamonds, and illegal timber exports marred this once hope-filled land.    Liberia is now 

beginning the recovery from these years of civil war.   

 

Thank you 

Your generosity will bring clean drinking water to those in need.  Thank you! 

  

JOIN US… 
 

Ʒ1st and 3rd Youth Group 

will on Sundays, January 

15 and 22, from 3:30 p.m. 

until 5:00 p.m.   

 

ƷConfirmation class will 

meet Wednesdays, 

January 4, 11, 18, and 25, 

from 5:00-6:15 p.m. in 

the West Narthex.  

 

 
 

 
 
 

Ʒ Church Finance Committee meeting Wednesday, January 11, 

at 6:45 p.m. 

 

Ʒ Book Club meeting on Sunday, January 15, 2012, in the 

Teachers’ Workroom following worship.  Discussed will be The 

Guernsey Literary and Potato Peel Pie Society, by Mary Ann 

Shaffer. 

 

Ʒ School Board  meeting on Tuesday, January 17, at 6:30 p.m. 

 

Ʒ Church Council meeting on January 25, at 6:30 p.m. 
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ACOLYTES 

ƷJanuary 1: Kendall Edmond | 

Wayne Collins, II 

ƷJanuary 8:  Alicia Jackson  

ƷJanuary 15:  Amari Wilson  

ƷJanuary 22: Tyreek Cowan 

ƷJanuary 29:  Jordan London 

ƷFebruary 5: Micah Hicks | Amari 

Wilson 

ƷFebruary 12: Kendall Edmond  

 

EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS 

January- Carl Lake | John Schabold 

February- Alice Kiepke | Kim 

McManus  

 

THOSE  IN OUR PRAYERS 

Lisa Corriere, Kimberly (Kim) Green, 

Cynthia Layton, Jack Paha and 

Gretchen, daughter of Mrs. Cheryl 

Morg. 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY 

Ʒ January 1:    Lucy Togba 

Ʒ January 4:    Robert Hartman 

Ʒ January 6:    Larry Symanski 

Ʒ January 8:    Jeffery Abraham 

Ʒ January 15:  Dorothy Gaude 

Ʒ January 17:  Zoe Togba 

Ʒ January 20:  Wanda Lewis 

Ʒ January 21:  Rachel Bonen 

        Aleah Moore 

Ʒ January 23:  Harry Meyer 

Ʒ January 26:  Antonio Jackson 

        Andie Jackson 

ƷJanuary 27:   Maryann 

Timmerman 

Ʒ January 29:  Stephen Moore, Jr. 

Ʒ January 31:  Bob Goebel 

 

 

 

REMEMBERING THOSE WHO 

CANNOT ATTEND CHURCH 

For a variety of reasons, it is 

difficult for all members of the 

Ashburn family to attend worship 

each Sunday. Every month, we will 

highlight one person who is 

unable to worship on Sunday 

mornings.  Please pray for this 

person, and if you feel moved, 

drop a card in the mail as a 

reminder that they are prayed for 

and missed.  

 

 please remember in the month 

of January: 

Alma Hall 

Manor Care 

6300 W. 95th Street 

Oaklawn, IL 60453 

         

 

MINISTRY 

  

 

 

ALTAR 

GUILD 

GREETERS READERS ASSISTING 

MINISTERS 

COMMUNION 

ASSISTANTS 

USHERS 

Jan. 1 Marilyn 

Honkisz 

Dorothy 

Jernberg 

Jobey 

Hendel 

Sue Ryan Bennie Bullock Warren Bloom, 

Nathan Lake, Reginald Hampton, 

Malik Battle 

Jan. 8 Ruth 

Enderle 

Yvette 

Newberry 

White 

Linda 

Bond 

Carl Lake John Schabold Warren Bloom, 

Nathan Lake, Reginald Hampton, 

Malik Battle 

Jan. 15 Dorothy 

Jernberg 

Yvette 

Newberry 

White 

Charese 

Lake 

Mike Maty Larry Symanski Bob McKinney, Adell Patton, 

Brandon Dowles, John Schabold 

Jan. 22 Alice 

Kiepke 

Jobey 

Hendel 

Micah 

Hicks 

Judy Goebel Miles 

Hopgood 

Bob McKinney, Adell Patton, 

Brandon Dowles, John Schabold 

Jan. 29 Marilyn 

Honkisz 

Bennie 

Bullock 

Rev. Kurt 

K. Hendel 

Sue Ryan Bennie Bullock Warren Bloom, Jeff Kueltzo, 

Wayne Collins II, Tom Daily 

Feb. 5 Marilyn 

Honkisz 

Mike and 

Bobby 

Maty 

Amy 

Luckett  

Carl Lake John Schabold Warren Bloom, Jeff Kueltzo, 

Wayne Collins II, Tom Daily 

Feb. 12 Ruth 

Enderle 

The 

Marquez 

Family 

Jeff 

Kueltzo 

Mike Maty Larry Symanski Bob McKinney, Tim Hiller, Steve 

Bendas, John Schabold 
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JANUARY 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 

CHOIR        8:00 

A.M.   

WORSHIP   9:30 

A.M.   

 

2 

 

3 

 
4 

CHAPEL 

8:40 A.M.  

CONFIRMATION 

5:00 P.M. 

5 

. 

6 3 

8 

CHOIR        8:00 

A.M.   

WORSHIP   9:30 

A.M.  

9 10 11 

CHAPEL 

8:40 A.M. 

CONFIRMATION 

5:00 P.M. 

CHURCH 

FINANCE 

6:30 P.M.  

12 

SCHOOL 

BOARD       

6:30 P.M 

13 

 

14 

 

15 

MISSION - LWF 

CHOIR        8:00 

A.M.   

WORSHIP   9:30 

A.M. 

BOOK CLUB 

MEETING   

1ST & 3
RD

   3:30 

P.M.   

16 

MLK DAY- 

NO SCHOOL  

CHURCH & 

SCHOOL  

OFFICES CLOSED 

17  

SCHOOL 

BOARD       

6:30 P.M  

 

18 

CHAPEL 

8:40 A.M. 

CONFIRMATION 

5:00 P.M. 

 

 

19 

PARENTS 

CLUB 

6:30 P.M 

20 

 

21 

22 

CHOIR        8:00 

A.M.   

WORSHIP   9:30 

A.M.   

1ST & 3
RD

   3:30 

P.M.   

23 24 
 

 

25  

CHAPEL 

8:40 A.M. 

CONFIRMATION 

5:00 P.M. 

CHURCH 

COUNCIL  

6:30 P.M.  

26 

SOCIAL 

STUDIES 

FAIR 

7:00 P.M. 

27 28 

29 

CHOIR        8:00 

A.M.   

WORSHIP   9:30 

A.M. 

SEMI-ANNUAL 

MEETING 

30 31 

 

1 

CHAPEL 

8:40 A.M. 

CONFIRMATION 

5:00 P.M. 

 

2 3 

ASHBURN 

AT THE 

MOVIES 

7:00 P.M. 

4 

 


